A review of intra-uterine diagnosis of genetic disorders.
In this review the different methods of antenatal detection of congenital abnormalities are briefly outlined. Modern techniques developed in recent years for the diagnosis of genetic disorders by studying the amniotic fluid are considered in detail. The technique of amniocentesis, its indications, complications and the methods of investigation of amniotic fluid are discussed. The indications for chromosomal analysis of amniotic fluid cells for detecting fetal abnormalities and possible pitfalls are reviewed. The major inborn disorders of lipid and carbohydrate metabolism which can be detected in early pregnancy are tabulated and briefly discussed.